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integrates the alpine
ski, binding and boot

Atomic will be offering something revolutionary
for the 2000—-2001 season: an integrated
system of alpine ski, binder and boot.
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Janne Leskinen, Product Manager, Amer Sport Finland and the detachable
stabilizer, which is made from either Hyper Carbon or Titanium. The stabilizer
flexes longitudionally but provides the boot with high torsionally rigidity.

here is a lot new on offer in Atom-
T ic’s alpine skis and skiing boots, but
the integration of elements previ-
ously sold separately into a complete ski-
ing system is a real revolution. Atomic has
for the first time integrated the ski, binding
and boot into a perfectly functioning sys-
tem. The new system is completed by the
free gliding lifter, which is installed be-
tween the binding and the ski in top mod-
els of Atomic’s product range.
The main reason for combining the ski,
binder and boot is to achieve free flex of

the skis. Previously, the binder and boot
stiffened the ski so that it could not flex
freely in turns. In Atomic’s new concept
the binding, boot and lifter all flex. The
new skis offer better turn initiation and re-
main stable throughout the entire turn.

For the consumer the new integrated sys-
tem makes equipment selection easier. The
customer knows exactly which elements
will work together best. Furthermore, the
equipment is ready to use straight off the
shelf because the binders are fitted without
the need to drill any holes.



Flexible binder
In Atomic’s new system the free gliding lif-
ter is an integral part of the package in the
best skis for all user groups. The lifter pla-
ys its own part in the fullflex system, but
above all it provides better leverage,
greater edge angle and improved power
transmission. Although the lifter appears to
be a single element, it is actually made up
of three parts, which slide freely
backwards and forwards as the ski flexes.
Atomic’s binder also flexes because the
heel and toe bindings are connected by a
flexible rail. There is no need to connect
the heel binding to the lifter with screws.
Even when the ski flexes, the distance be-
tween the toe and heel bindings always re-
mains the same in Atomic’s concept, and
the boot is not subjected to additional
forces that would impair binder release.
Atomic’s binder/lifter combination has
proved so successful in the World Cup that
some other racing teams have bought it for
their own use.

Range of innovative skiboots
Atomic’s range of skiboots has been comp-
letely renewed for next season. Long-
established traditions have been ditched,
and the boots have been redesigned to pro-
vide the highest possible degree of free
flex. The end-result is a technically ad-
vanced equipment system. The sole of the
boot is fastened to a detachable stabiliser,
which is made from either Hyper Carbon
or titanium. The stabiliser flexes longitu-
dinally but provides the boot with high tor-
sional rigidity.

The new boot design has been tested on
the racing scene. Lasse Kjus has been
closely involved in its development work.
The toe box and anatomical support
around the foot have been optimised for
maximum comfort without compromising
on performance. When the new boot was
presented to a hundred retailers at Ober-
tauem, it fit 98 of them without the need to
make any adjustments.

New Beta profile enhances
ski stability
The patented and highly acclaimed full Be-

ta profile has been incorporated into
Atomic’s range of skis for the 2000-2001
season. The idea behind the new Beta pro-
file is to achieve a torsionally rigid but lon-
gitudinally flexible ski with less materials
than before. As exceptional vibration dam-
ping is built into the ski, Atomic does not
have to resort to using any externally con-
structed damping element, which is preci-
sely what many other manufacturers are
forced to do.

The top-of-the-range skis for next sea-
son also feature tip-tapered carbon or tita-
nium Power Channels that enhance power
flow and ski stability. The benefits of the
new Beta profile have already become ap-
parent in the World Cup. Last season all
the men of the Atomic Racing Team used
the new skis.

The new Beta profile will also benefit
ordinary recreational skiers, because the
skis offer easy turn initiation and effortless
control. Beta Power Channel skis will be
available for all user groups next season.

Already successfully applied in Wilson’s
tennis racquets, Hyper Carbon has now
been introduced to Atomic’s skis. The ex-
ceptionally stiff material is used in Beta
profile skis intended for fast turns.

Rainer Schonfelder
was number one in
slalom at Todtnau’s
World Cup race.
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Amer Tobacco
and Swedish Match

sign distribution agreement

Amer Tobacco Ltd and Swedish Match have signed a
distribution agreement by which Amer Tobacco will import
Swedish Match’s cigars and pipe tobacco into Finland. The

agreement comes into effect as of 1st August 2000.

Swedish Match is the market leader in the Finnish cigar
market with a market share of 60%. The company’s most
important cigar brands are Hofnar, Van Kemp and Portino.
Among its pipe tobacco brands, Borkum Riff is one of the
best selling brands in the world. Amer Tobacco will replace

the current distributor in Finland, Seita Tupakka Oy.

Amer Tobacco’s share of the Finnish cigar market was

4% in 1999: The agreement with Swedish Match is
expected to boost Amer Tobacco’s annual sales by
approximately EUR 9 million (FIM 50—60 million).

Jukka Huisman (right) frol
Varma-Sampo, LC Kvaal from
Fidelity and Rubert Huber

from Atomic at Altenmarkt.

nalysts of the sporting goods industry
Avisited Atomic’s Altenmarkt factory in
March. Last year a similar event was arranged
in connection with US Open Tennis
Championships.

According to Corporate Treasurer Jari
Melgin, the man responsible for Amer’s
investor relations, the company will be intro-
duced to analysts twice in London, twice in
the USA and once in Germany and Sweden
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Analysts at Altenmarkt

Jari Melgin

during the course of this year.

In addition to normal financial statement
events and interim reports, there will be two
investor events staged in Finland. This year
Amer will also be involved for the first time in
two road shows organised by the Finnish
Foundation for Share Promotion and in an
event arranged by Finnish Shareholders’
Association. Investor information can be
obtained from Amer’s website at www.amerfi.

Two new
members join
the Board of

Directors

The Annual General Meeting decided to
increase the number of members serving
on Amer’s Board of Directors from six to
seven. The newly elected board members
are llkka Brotherus, M.Sc.(Econ.) and
Tuomo Lahdesmaki, M.Sc.(Eng.), MBA.

Brotherus is the owner and CEO of
Sinituote Oy. He is a significant Amer
shareholder with 800,000 shares, represen-
ting 2.2% of the company’'s shares.
Tuomo Lahdesmaéki is CEO of the listed
electronics manufacturing company
Elcoteq. He has previously worked for
Nokia and Huhtamaki.

Amer’s Board
of Directors

Felix Bjorklund
llkka Brotherus (new)

Tauno Huhtamaki, Deputy Chairman
Pekka Kainulainen, Chairman
Tuomo Léahdesmaki (new)
Timo Maasilta
Roger Talermo

Authorisation
to purchase
own shares

The Annual General Meeting adopted the
Board of Directors’ proposal to purchase
and dispose of the company’s own sha-
res. The Board of Directors may also pro-
pose that the acquired shares be cancel-
led by decreasing the share capital. The
Board was authorised to purchase a maxi-
mum of 5% of the total number of the
company’s shares in issue, i.e. 1,216,344
shares. Any such purchases of shares will
be funded from the company’s distribu-
table non-restricted equity.




Hermann Maier will race again for the Atomic
brand for the next two years.

ATOMIC-YEAR

Another World Cup title for

he 1999/2000 season was a triumph

for the Atomic Racing Team. Hermann
Maier took the World Cup overall title, and
in so doing celebrated the new millennium
by setting a record points total of exactly
2,000 points. In addition to the overall title,
Maier also took World Cup honours in the
Giant Slalom, Super G and Downhill. Maier
has won more World Cup events than any-
one else. In the past season he surpassed
the record set by the legendary Franz
Klamer.

In addition to Maier, four other Atomic
athletes were among the top ten in the
Alpine Skiing World Cup: Pepi Strobl ran-
ked third, Stephan Ebenharter sixth,
Christian Mayer eighth and Benjamin
Raich ninth.

Atomic put up a strong performance in
Bormio, Italy. In the Giant Slalom it occu-
pied all the top three positions, Benjamin

Worldcup Victories Brands 1999/2000

Hermann Maier

Raich being the winner, Christian Mayer
second and Heinz Schilchegger third.
Atomic was the clear winner in the compe-
tition between ski and binder manufactu-
rers, In skis, Atomic amassed 20 points,
while the other manufacturers could only
manage 21 points between them. In binders
Atomic’s points haul was 27, compared with
14 for the rest of the field. Atomic’s boots
also collected a promising 4 points.

Dh Sg | Gs Sl Com | Total
1 ATtoMmIC 6 5 8 1 20
1 SALOMON 1 1 3 5
3 BLIZZARD 0
b VELKL 0
5 ROSSIGNOL 0
6 FISCHER 1 1 2
; EEQ? CE/NORDICA 5 1 5 ’ I 4 Andreas Widholzl was number two in the World Cup.
9 ELAN 2 2 4 Kaisa Varis was number eight in the World Cup.
10 DYNASTAR 1 1 2
11 StdcKLI 2
TOTAL 11 8 9 11 41

Dh = Downhill, Sg = Super G, Gs = Giant slalom, S| = Slalom, Com = Combined

Men
Dh Sg | Gs Sl Com | Total
1 ATtoMmIC 7 5 8 5 2 27
2 MARKER 1 1 2
3 SALOMON 1 3 L
4 TYROLIA 3 1 2 6
5 RoSSIGNOL 0
6 Look 1 2
TOTAL 11 8 9 11 2 41
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Nostalgia

Wilson is offering a Limited Edition Jack
Kramer Autograph tennis racket. The ori-
ginal Jack Kramer was first introduced in
1948 and had sales of 10 million units,
making it the best selling Wilson racket of
all time. Each limited edition racket will
be numbered and packaged in an exclu-
sively designed box, which also includes
a certificate of authenticity and a set of
Sensation NXT strings. The racket has
similar cosmetics to the origi-

nal wood model,
 ‘ and features Hyper
Carbon technology.
The Jack Kramer is
ideal for players with a
 ‘ fast swing speed and
long, loopy stroke style.

It is designed with a 95"
| head size, traditional 27"
length, 21mm flat

| beam, and weighs
' 330 grams (10 oz)
unstrung.

New
Wilson Pro Staff
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Featuring Hyper Carbon technology for ultimate power,
lightness and strength, the newest addition to the Pro
Staff family is perfect for tennis players looking for a soft-
playing frame and tighter string pattern. Available in 2
headsizes — 110" and 95" and standard 27" length, the
Hyper Pro Staff 6.5 weighs in at only 330 grams (10 oz.)
unstrung. Also featuring a flat beam design for traditio-
nal feel, the Hyper Pro Staff is ideal for players with a
long, loopy stroke style and fast swing speed.

at the Tennis court

Polijl ast 5L

New .
Poly Last strings

PolyLast is Wilson’s latest tennis racquet string
product. PolyLast is intended for players who
are frequent string breakers or hard hitters.
Made from polyester monofilament that is trea-
ted with the softening agent Hytrel, PolylLast
provides better durability and playability than
Kevlar Hybrid strings.

www.amer.fi
www.wilsonsports.com
www.atomic.at
www.oxygensnowboards.com
www.demarini.com
www.suunto.com
www.recta.ch

www.ursuk.fi



